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INTRODUCTION: 

This report aims to provide the OSCE / ODIHR with an update on the political 
situation in Spain and continuing government repression in the form of illegal 
evictions, raids, police round-ups and arrests, as well as  the reaction to these 
from social movements. In particular, the report provides details of the most 
recent protest in Madrid against a backdrop of a de facto police state, and the 
events leading to that event.

To conclude the report, we will make recommendations for the OSCE / ODIHR 
to consider. As with all our spot reports, this document may contain links to 
photographic and video evidence which the authorities could consider directly 
contravenes Spain´s new gag law (Ley Mordaza) but which we feel is essential 
to include as proof of police wrongdoing, as this recent court decision 
demonstrates.

LOCATION & DATE OF PROTEST

The location of the most recent anti-repression protest was in Madrid, the state 
capital, though many of those present at the event had travelled from other parts 
of Spain, including some of the organisers. The date chosen was Saturday 28th 
February, the last weekend of the month.

PRIOR NOTICE:

Spain's 1978 post-dictatorship (SIC) constitution, states clearly that citizens do 
not need permission from the authorities to organise a protest against the 

http://politica.elpais.com/politica/2015/02/11/actualidad/1423684805_445310.html


authorities, as the latter have the option of refusing the request.

However, as is mostly the case in crypto dictatorships, Spain limits basic rights 
with additional bureaucratic paperwork, which requires protest organisers to 
give authorities prior notice of future protests. Something which is not always 
possible in spontaneous demonstrations.

Under Spain´s new gag law, social groups which fail to give the delegation 
sufficient prior notice, risk being fined or imprisoned for organising "illegal" 
protests. For that reason, and to avoid severe physical injuries and arrests during 
the protest, the organisers reluctantly notified the authorities of this event, 
knowing that their constitutional rights were being curtailed.

After complying with the delegation's endless form-filling and unnecessary red 
tape, the organisers found to their surprise that the head of the delegation in 
Madrid, Cristina Cifuentes, failed in her obligation to reply within the specified 
time limit. A perfect example of incompetence on the part of a bureaucratic 
administration which demands compliance with unconstitutional laws, only to 
shirk their own legal responsibilities when it suits them.

#CIFUENTESDIMISION

The OSCE / ODIHR is probably already familiar with the name of the head of 
the government delegation in Madrid. Her name is Cristina Cifuentes, the least 
suitable person in Spain to hold public office. Her curriculum Vitae includes 
such debacles as the disastrous handling of the Marchas de la Dignidad last 
year.

With a slippery husband apparently "on the run" from his creditors, Cristina's 
trademarks are repression and breathtaking incompetence. Hardly surprising 
then, that the hashtag for this demonstration was #CifuentesDimision, meaning 
"Cifuentes resignation".

Spain´s nasty antidisturbios (riot police) may be the ones doing the bashing, but 
it is Cristina Cifuentes who gives the orders, so the buck stops with her. 
Currently, Cifuentes is facing two separate, but similar legal cases, brought by 
two different social groups. Everyone is keeping their fingers crossed.

BACKGROUND TO THE PROTEST:

As the OSCE / ODIHR well knows, the land of Don Quixote is fast heading in 
the direction of yet another full-blown police state at breakneck speed. With the 
coming into force of repressive legislation now only weeks away, levels of 
public rejection to this law is higher than ever, 80%. The international 
community too is concerned at the ominous levels of political repression not 
seen since General Franco's times.

Good reason, you would think, for the regime in Madrid to remain nonchalant in 
the run-up to a demonstration against a creeping police state. Not so. The days 

https://news.vice.com/article/spains-marches-for-dignity-ended-with-tear-gas-and-rubber-bullets
http://www.elplural.com/2012/06/20/la-justicia-da-en-%E2%80%9Cignorado-paradero%E2%80%9D-al-marido-de-cifuentes-la-delegada-del-gobierno-en-la-comunidad-de-madrid/


leading up to the February 28th protest, saw some of the worst government 
repression in years, with even conservative elements in the media clearly 
uneasy about the level of police violence.

Three days before the demonstration, Spanish students held a 72-hour strike 
which ended with a brutal police baton charge in the Puerta del Sol, sending 
foreign tourists running for safety. The day before the protest, Spanish 
antidisturbios left the nation gasping with disbelief at the vicious eviction and 
illegal demolition of a private property in Ofelia Nieto Street (Madrid).

On the same day as the protest, with only hours to go to the start of the event, 
an incredible 200 football fans, known as Bukaneros, were detained as they 
were preparing to go to a football match. Few doubt that these untimely 
incidents were the work of the delegation in Madrid, and that the objective was 
to instill fear.

OFELIA NIETO EVICTION:

As previously mentioned in this report, a modest two-storey detached house in 
Ofelia Nieto Street (Madrid), home to several families with young children, 
was the scene of the one of the worst cases of human rights abuses in Spain for 
many years.

The eviction saw ten neighbours arrested and one journalist forcibly 
disappeared. Later, the journalist was falsely accused of some very serious 
charges. Likewise, one hundred PAH , members were assaulted and beaten 
mercilessly by Spanish UIP officers in full riot gear.

A representative of PAH spoke at the protest. She outlined the irregularities of 
this police operation, including the fact that the demolition of the property was 
unauthorised and therefore illegal. Residents of Ofelia Nieto Street received no 
prior warning of the eviction, had no chance to appeal the decision and were 
not offered alternative housing.

PROTEST ORGANISERS:

The group of activists who organised this demonstration, are the ones behind 
the protest known as Jaque al Rey. The OSCE / ODIHR needs no reminding 
of this event, as it was during the OSCE's attempt to monitor this protest, that 
they were "invited to leave Madrid" by the Spanish government.

Thankfully, that incident did not in any way deter the group known as 
@Coordinadora25S, from organising more political rallies and 
demonstrations, and after this latest protest, we can safely say they are back 
with strength.

It may interest the OSCE / ODIHR to know, that more than 4,000 people took 
part in the peaceful February 28th protest. Of equal importance is the fact that 
the event had the support of more than 50 social groups.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzEsTnvhTOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yVdZfQwVYU
https://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/carlos-delcl%C3%B3s/victims-no-longer-spain%E2%80%99s-anti-eviction-movement
http://www.gbc.gi/news/2516/spanish-foreign-ministry-denies-human-rights-monitoring
https://twitter.com/Coordinadora25S
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/8354122_orig.jpg


Support for this long-awaited event came from all quarters, including: 
republican groups, mothers against repression, FEMEN España, PCE (Spanish 
Communist Party), Izquierda Castellana, Coca Cola en Lucha, etc. As 
expected, the star of the show was an outrageous Spanish drag queen known as 
Shangay Lily.

SHANGAY LILY:

Shangay Lily is unconventional by nature. While "official" (state funded) 
LGBT groups were tripping over themselves to appear at a photo opportunity 
with... (wait for it) Cristina Cifuentes, Shangay Lily eagerly accepted an 
invitation from @Coordinadora25S to participate in an "anti-Cifuentes" 
protest calling on her to resign. 

Not only did Lily proudly hold aloft a rainbow flag throughout the protest, the 
turban-clad drag queen was even chosen by the organisers to read out a fiery 
manifesto at the end of the event. Something which Lily did with unusual 
relish. The final score? Shangay Lily 1 - Official LGBT collectives 0.

THE PRESS:

An unusually large media presence for this protest. Mostly the usual crowd, a 
mix of alternative journalists and official TV crews and newspaper hacks. One 
alternative journalist who was not present at this demonstration, was
 Adrian  Alekos, having been brutally arrested the previous day at Ofelia Nieto 
during an eviction.

Reuters were there, as were Hispan TV. But the winning journalistic question 
of the day came from Spanish TV channel La Sexta, who asked Shangay Lily 
why he was "dressed like that". After a long pregnant pause, Lily replied that 
he was dressed like that because "he was Shangay Lily". Obvious really.

THE EVENT:

The route chosen for this event was from Neptuno (near the Spanish parliament 
building) to Puerta del Sol, the birthplace of Spain's social movements. At 7pm 
we set off in the twilight towards the centre of Madrid, surrounded by 18 police 
vans, a dozen photographers, several TV crews, and at least one independent 
streamer.

Almost immediately protestors began shouting "Cifuentes Resignation!". Then 
suddenly, we stopped. A few minutes after the false start and a huge entrance 
by Shangay Lily, we continued on our way.

Protest stewards with red armbands accompanied us all the way. People held 
up posters which had been especially printed for the event, while shouting "No 
more police state!" Heavily armed Spanish riot police (antidisturbios) were 
present in large numbers, many with their comical faces completely covered up 
by standard issue police scarfs.

http://estaticos04.elmundo.es/elmundo/imagenes/2010/10/22/castellon/1287738918_0.jpg
http://www.cascaraamarga.es/images/M_images/2014_2/reunion_cifuentes_lgtb.jpg
https://twitter.com/Coordinadora25S
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/6550246_orig.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/user/CrisisEsVacuidad
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPiluCSu4co
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/3422563_orig.jpg
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/9260056_orig.jpg


The march was not without its incidents. Half way there an infiltrator caused 
panic and confusion (see: Infiltrators and Secret Police), but the crowd pushed 
on towards Puerta del Sol shouting: "Freedom of expression without going to 
prison". Spanish UIP police ran forward ahead of us, presumably to greet us 
with a big smile in Sol. 

At 8pm, among shouts of "Alfon Libertad!", we arrived in Sol. No creepy 
smiles from grumpy police officers to greet us, but plenty of curious stares 
from tourists and locals. The head of the march avoided pushing the crowd and 
politely went around the plaza, positioning themselves directly in front of the 
blood-stained headquarters of Spain's secret police during General Franco's 
dictatorship.

MANIFESTO READING:

No polite words for the government during the manifesto reading, only a 
defiant rejection of Spain's dictatorial gag law (Ley Mordaza) and a direct 
challenge to the police state.

After passionately shouting "Long Live the Republic!", a more serious Shangay 
Lily reminded the police who were surrounding us, that under article 104 of the 
Spanish constitution, the forces of law and order have an obligation to protect 
citizen's rights. Instead, Spanish police violently evict 200 people from their 
homes every single day.

As the representative of Ofelia Nieto earlier said, the constitution states that 
adequate housing is a human right, and as such it must be defended and 
protected by agents of the law, not violated and cruelly denied through the use 
of police force.

Suddenly, Spanish firemen unexpectedly appeared in the Puerta del Sol to loud 
cheering from the crowd. Their penetrating sirens did what nobody has ever 
managed to do before: Lily stopped speaking. 

Spanish firemen are respected by people because they refuse point blank to 
take part in evictions on moral grounds. No such qualms from heartless Puma 
police units. They appear quite happy to "follow orders" and throw helpless old 
ladies out in the street.

As Lily so astutely observed, Spain now resembles a police state far worse than 
under General Franco. Instead of protecting our rights, Spanish police exhibit 
their shields and batons to intimidate us. Their mission, said Lily, is to keep the 
poor under control, and the corrupt and powerful living in the lap of luxury.

BAG SEARCHES AND ID CHECKS:

There appears to have been some isolated cases of police harassment before the 
beginning of the demonstration. The organisers, @Coordinadora25S, 

http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/alfon.html
https://twitter.com/Coordinadora25S


have produced photographic evidence which proves UIP officers were 
involved in stop and search operations at the agreed meeting point in 
Neptuno. 

ID checks were also carried out in Neptuno on those participating in the 
march. These unwarranted police practices only serve to discourage people 
from exercising their constitutional rights, as an ID or bag search usually 
leads to a hefty fine by mail, and may result in people's personal details being 
added to a police black list, classifying them as potential "enemies". Spain's 
new gag law now makes this perfectly legal.

SECRET POLICE AND INFILTRATORS:

As mentioned earlier in this spot report, on the route towards Puerta del Sol, 
an unknown man jumped out aggressively from the crowd, and angrily 
scolded those holding the main banner at the head of the protest. The incident 
occurred directly in front of us, so we were able to see exactly what happened.

A noisy scuffle suddenly broke out, with a lot of pushing and shoving, some 
punches too, though nothing too serious. A small crowd of irritated protestors 
quickly gathered around the infiltrator and we began to fear that this was a 
possible pretext by secret police to bring the march to an end. It was only 
thanks to protest stewards, that the situation remained under control.

UIP police appeared after a few minutes and isolated the trouble-making 
crank from the rest of the crowd. It surprised us how easily a small trivial 
incident could turn into a potentially dangerous public order situation. Within 
seconds the press were there and the atmosphere became intense.

This episode highlights perfectly the unfairness of Spain's future gag law. The 
authorities will soon classify predominantly peaceful protests as "violent" 
over just one incident such as this, even when they are obviously 
manufactured incidents.

The legal consequences for protest organisers who are falsely accused of 
organising a "violent" demonstration, are extremely severe. Those who 
unknowingly promote these events on Twitter, will also be liable for 
punishment. Democracy in Spain will be rubbed off the map.

POLICE PRESENCE:

The softly, softly approach adopted by Spanish police at this protest, when 
contrasted with the brutal repression in the days leading up to the event, have 
left many with an uneasy sense that something is not right.

The covered faces and missing ID tags are still evident, but the brutality 
which often characterised the actions of antidisturbios (riot police) at protests, 
is now increasingly being used during evictions.

http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/4544071_orig.jpg
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We should stress, that neither public protests nor anti-eviction campaigns, 
have ever been of a violent nature. It is the delegation in Madrid who decide 
for themselves, whether these events turn violent, regardless of the actions or 
attitude of protestors.

After years of often violent police repression against peaceful activists at 
demonstrations, and the boarding up of occupied social centres, the Madrid 
delegation now has its sights firmly on the anti-eviction movement. 

ARRESTS AND INJURIES:

As previously decided by someone in the know, there were no arrests or 
injuries at this demonstration. However, more than 200 ordinary citizens were 
unjustly detained or arrested in other police operations both before and after 
this protest. 

Those brutally arrested, were either local neighbours, freelance journalists, 
young people preparing to watch a football match, or home owners who had 
fallen in arrears with their monthly mortgage payments. Hardly the profile of 
dangerous criminals.

THE AUTHORITIES:

Cristina Cifuentes appears to have misunderstood her position as head of the 
delegation in Madrid. Her job is not that of an elected Minister with a 
government portfolio or a mandate from voters. Cifuentes was appointed to 
the post by the governing Popular Party. She was not elected.

As head of the government delegation in Madrid, Cristina Cifuentes has 
superseded her powers. She has regularly abused her position to put into 
practice her anti-social ideology, making use of police resources resulting in 
the politicisation of the forces of law and order. All in an attempt to make a 
name for herself as a "hard leader" in a reckless bid to become top candidate 
for the mayorship on Madrid.

Cristina's uncontrolled political ambitions, have left in their wake a catalogue 
of social misery. Whole families have ended up in the street after being 
violently evicted from their homes by Cristina's masked men in black. 
Otherwise known as the notoriously savage Puma police units.

Political round-ups, police raids on social centres, indiscriminate baton 
charges at demonstrations and vicious evictions, are the sad legacy of 
Cristina's destructive administration in Madrid. Since her ill-judged 
appointment, the people of the capital have paid a high price in terms of lost 
personal freedoms.

But, as evidenced by the defiant protest on Feb 28 calling on Cifuentes to 
resign, Spain's version of Cruela has failed in her attempt to break the spirit of 
the Madrileños (inhabitants of Madrid). 



The police state, which Cifuentes has helped to create, has failed to silence 
Spanish social movements and even sections of the LGBT community. Just as 
Cristina's lust for political power, has failed to impress those at the top of her 
party.

REPORT CONCLUSIONS:

The authorities in Spain equate peaceful street protests with political 
instability, and perhaps even as a direct challenge to state power. The 
hangover from 40 years of military dictatorship is difficult for them to shake 
off. 

Anything other than mild disagreement with the government, provokes a 
radical backlash from those who have held power since the so-called 
"transition to democracy” in the 1970's.

Spain's ultra conservative Opus Dei government has serious difficulties 
understanding the concept of modern democracy. To Madrid, this peaceful 
protest was a near breakdown in public "order" and not a normal part of 
democratic life. 

Those in power believe that like religion, politics should be practised 
vicariously through elected Ministers and not directly by the people. Rather 
like taking part in democracy via "political vicars".

Our role as mere worshippers of the Head of State, appears to be limited to 
choosing those privileged few who will exercise our democratic rights for us. 
Almost as if voting in elections entails giving up our inalienable right to think 
for ourselves, or to participate directly in politics.

It is this distorted quasi religious misconception of democracy, which is 
leading Spain inexorably towards a police state, in which only the "chosen" 
few are considered legitimate participants in our democracy.

Attempts by social movements to create their own popular power base 
through peaceful protests, is seen by a jittery Spanish government as an 
attempt to reduce their own control over people's lives. 

The objective of overhauling Spain's legal system, civil code and gag laws, is 
to criminalise a form of democracy which the government considers both 
subversive and illegitimate.

However, the fact that on Feb 28 thousands of people took to the streets to 
exercise their own version of "People Power", is a victory for Spanish 
democracy and sends a very strong message to the government. 

No amount of police harassment in the run up to legal street protests; no 
amount of raids, illegal evictions or round-up of activists, will stop social 
movements from mobilising democratically against a government they 



strongly disagree with.

REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS:

We urge the OSCE / ODIHR to clarify with Madrid whether the events 
leading up to the Feb 28 protest were an attempt by the delegation to raise 
political tensions.

We recommend the OSCE / ODIHR ask the head of the delegation in Madrid, 
to explain why Cristina Cifuentes failed to comply with the law, with regard 
to time limits for replying to protest notifications.

We ask the OSCE / ODIHR to clarify with Madrid whether the government 
accepts Spain's constitution as a legally binding document, in particular the 
sections pertaining to citizen's right to protest.

We recommend the OSCE / ODIHR ask the delegation in Madrid to explain 
how their bureaucratic processes work, especially with regard to the 
notification of protests.

We urge the OSCE / ODIHR to ask the head of the delegation in Madrid 
whether she assumes responsibility for the breakdown of law and order during 
the Dignity Marches (Marchas de la Dignidad).

We suggest the OSCE / ODIHR ask the Spanish government whether it is 
ethical or legal for someone like Cristina Cifuentes, who has two pending 
court cases and a husband on the run from police, to run for mayor of Madrid.

We urge the OSCE / ODIHR to seek support from the international 
community to release a statement rejecting Spain's repressive police state and 
impending gag laws.

We ask the OSCE / ODIHR to condemn the events leading up to the Feb 28 
protest, in particular the eviction in Ofelia Nieto Street.

We suggest the OSCE / ODIHR clarify with Madrid whether the law 
pertaining to evictions still applies or has been abolished, and whether 
Spanish police will continue to act outside the law.

We recommend the OSCE / ODIHR ask the government in Madrid for their 
opinion with regard to the decision by firemen not to collaborate in evictions.

We urge the OSCE / ODIHR to clarify with Cristina Cifuentes whether she 
will meet for a photo opportunity with Shangay Lily, in the same way that she 
did with official (state funded) LGBT group leaders.

We ask the OSCE / ODIHR to encourage the delegation in Madrid to 
congratulate @Coordinadora25S on their excellent handling of the Feb 28 
protest.



We urge the OSCE / ODIHR to confirm with Madrid that article 104 of 
Spain's constitution is still in force, and that the duty of Spanish police still 
extends to safeguarding citizen's civil rights.

We suggest the OSCE / ODIHR raise the issue of intimidatory bag searches 
and ID checks at demonstrations with Spanish police chiefs.

We recommend the OSCE / ODIHR ask the delegation in Madrid to provide 
more details about an incident during the Feb 28 protest, in which an 
unknown infiltrator attempted to disrupt the protest.

We ask the OSCE / ODIHR to check with Madrid whether the infiltrator 
incident, would have classified the Feb 28 protest as "violent" under the new 
gag law (Ley Mordaza).

We ask the OSCE / ODIHR to request an explanation from Madrid, with 
regard to the change in tactics by Spanish police during protests and evictions.

W suggest the OSCE / ODIHR confirm with Madrid whether rumours the 
government is involved in a violent crackdown against the anti-eviction 
movement are true.

We urge the OSCE / ODIHR to take up the issue of abuse of power by the 
delegation in Madrid with a representative of Spain's government.

We ask the OSCE / ODIHR to condemn the use of police resources by 
Cristina Cifuentes for reasons of personal political ambitions. 

We urge the OSCE / ODIHR to ask the Spanish government to define what it 
understands by democracy and whether it intends to continue criminalising 
social movements.

Finally, we ask the OSCE / ODIHR to confirm with the delegation in Madrid 
whether Cristina Cifuentes intends to apologise to those forcibly evicted from 
their home in Ofelia Nieto, and promptly resign from her post. 

Report date: 6/March/2015



RELEVANT VIDEOS & PHOTOGRAPHS:

VIDEO summary of protest
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKvyZuZdFSE

VIDEO report from Hispan TV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPiluCSu4co

Details of all the cities where this protest took place
http://goo.gl/q2GCJj

Manifesto from organisers
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/panfleto.pdf

Photograph showing reconstruction of Ofelia Nieto:
http://goo.gl/nXD4Cb

Official poster 
http://goo.gl/Y2rszZ

Open letter from organisers to Cristina Cifuentes
http://goo.gl/aA6WyJ

More photographs and videos of this event:
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/cifuentesdimision.html

For more reports on past and future protests
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/informes.html
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