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INTRODUCTION: 

The following is a brief “Spot Report” for the purpose of informing the OSCE / 
ODIHR on the latest social protest in Madrid, which called for a public health 
service and the treatment of all patients.

This is the third such protest this month, though the organisers differ from the 
first two, all three protests so far have centred around the issue of public health 
and the treatment of diseases.

BACKGROUND TO THE PROTEST

Not so long ago, Spain´s national health service was a model for other countries 
to follow, and an example of quality health care within the public sector. The 
quality of treatment was second to none.

That level of service has since been under direct threat as Spain´s government 
seeks to turn the health service into a profitable business. That, of course, has 
meant making financial choices as opposed to medical ones.

The most notable examples of this new wisdom, is the failure by the 
government to treat Hepatitis C patients, because of the cost involved. Alarm 
bells have also started ringing because of the sale of private blood donations to 
commercial companies.



When these factors are added to the savage austerity cuts inflicted on Spain´s 
national health service due to the “crisis”, the overall effect on patient care has 
been a negative one.

LOCATION & DATE OF PROTEST:

The route chosen by the organisers was a relatively short one, starting in 
Neptuno (close to the Spanish parliament) and ending in Puerta del sol 
approximately an hour later.

The protest was scheduled for the 18th of January at 12:00 in the morning, a 
bitterly cold day in Madrid, with the first of the year´s snow flakes falling from 
the sky as protestors began gathering.

Not suprisingly, it took a while for participants to show up at the meeting place, 
but eventually crowds grew to a hefty size, and the protest became huge 
attracting the interest of Spanish media.

THE ORGANISERS:

The protest was organised by @MareaBlancaMad a well established political 
platform made up of health care workers in Madrid. Their principal objective is 
to maintain a universal public health system with emphasis on quality of service.

Other groups taking part in the protest were: Plataforma de Usuarios / 
Pacientes La Princesa, Coca Cola workers, Marea Verde (Teachers), Hepatitis 
C patients, Spanish Republican groups, Izquierda Unida (IU), CCOO (Trade 
Union)  and the blood transfusion centre.

As expected this event had the full support of politicians from various political 
parties, artists (though the ruling Popular Party was not represented), writers 
and celebrities from the arts and entertainment world. Pro-Life groups were also 
conspicuous by their absence.

MEDIA PRESENCE:

Spanish media have traditionally shown great interest for political events 
involving public health workers. Groups such as Marea Blanca have had a 
substantial influence on government policies, even forcing government 
Ministers to back down on the privatisation of hospitals.

Among the media groups to show up were: Europa Press, TVE (Spanish 
television), Channel Six, and EFE. All conducted spot interviews of protest 
organisers and produced television reports.

https://twitter.com/MareaBlancaMad


THE EVENT:

The protest organisers have had plenty of experience at organising these types of 
events, and their organisational skills were evident throughout this protest. Many 
of those participating in the Marea Blanca are familiar with the route, having 
taken part in similar protests in the past.

Music in the form of a brass band made up of school teachers from the Marea 
Verde, accompanied protestors from start to finish, adding an element of fun to 
an otherwise cold morning.

Once the protest reached the Puerta del Sol, statements were read out by various 
participants, but the most moving speech of all, came from a man called 
Satur Cobo, whose wife, Belen Martin, went on hunger strike to force the 
authorities to treat her husband.

INJURIES and ARRESTS

No physical injuries or arrests of activists were reported at this protest. No 
searches or mass ID checks were carried out, though the presence of hooded 
police offers at protests creates an unsettling effect.

POLICE PRESENCE:

Police vehicles, including police vans and patrol cars, fluctuated in number 
during the protest. There were significantly more police vans at the start of the 
protest, near the Spanish parliament. Later, police numbers began to drop as the 
protest reached its destination.

Unlike other occasions, the majority of UIP officers had their police ID 
numbers clearly visible, though a significant number of antidisturbios continue 
to carry out their duties as “agents of the law”, without properly identifying 
themselves.

Another very important aspect which needs to be raised in this report, is the 
covering of faces by Spanish police. This practice not only creates a sense of 
unease and fear among the public, but it also makes it impossible to identify 
officers involved in aggressions.

Moreover, the covering of faces appears to be sanctioned by Spanish police 
chiefs, as the scafs with which UIP officers cover their faces, bare the National 
Police (CNP) logo. 

It may interest the OSCE to know that a group of European lawyers known as 
Abogados Europeos Democráticos (AED) have launched a petition asking the 
European Union to examine these issues at EU level, to ensure that individual 
police officers comply with the law or face financial penalties.

http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/9620452_orig.jpg
http://news.newsdirectory1.com/start-a-hunger-strike-for-her-husband-to-get-a-drug-against-hepatitis/
http://www.police-identification-europe.org/index.php/es/peticion


SECRET POLICE & INFILTRATORS:

Police authorities appear not to have deployed secret police at this protest, or 
their presence was discrete. No incidents were reported in the local press and 
Proxy Observer did not see anything unusual or worth mentioning in this report.

THE AUTHORITIES

The issue of public health cuts is hot potato for the Spanish government. There 
has been a huge backlash from public health workers and the population at large, 
in response to the austerity measures being introduced in Spain.

The decision not to supply Hepatitis C patients with Sovaldi (a cure for the 
HepC virus with a 95% success rate) appears to have been the final straw and 
that anger was very much evident during this protest.

REPORT CONCLUSIONS:

Our conclusion is that Spanish authorities are aware that they are being observed 
by the international community. Certainly, police chiefs appear to be exercising 
more restraint at these protests than before. See videos of past interventions.

However, the international community should not drop its guard. As this report 
is being written, Spain´s Criminal code has been hardened and pushed through 
hurriedly without parliamentary consent.

The new Criminal Code converts acts of passive resistance at protests into 
criminal offences. It introduces the concept of life imprisonment and allows the 
Spanish government to deport European Union (EU) Citizens for “public order 
offences”, a concept which they fail to define adequately.

While it appears that the forces of Law and Order in Spain are softening their 
line towards democratic dissent, the nation´s laws are being hardened still 
further, with a gag law (Ley Mordaza) waiting in the wings and changes to the 
Criminal Code which remind us of past times.

RECOMMENDATIONS

We suggest that the OSCE / ODIHR follows closely the impact of the changes 
being made to Spain´s laws, on social movements and political activists.

We recommend the OSCE / ODIHR contact Abogados Europeos Democráticos 
(AED) to discuss changes to the law at European level to guarantee the rights of 
European citizens, with regard to proper ID for police officers.

http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/videos.html
https://www.thespainreport.com/13895/popular-party-brings-permanent-life-sentences-spain-controversial-criminal-code-reform/


RELEVANT VIDEOS & PHOTOGRAPHS:

VIDEO summary of the Marea Blanca protest
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5YhyO_vR-8

Large police presence during the protest
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/706169_orig.jpg

Hepatitis C survivor Satur Cobo
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/9620452_orig.jpg

Video from AED campaign 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NX1SgjMt98E

We suggest the OSCE / ODIHR take note of the changes being made to the 
Criminal Code with regard to the expulsion/ deportation of EU citizens from 
Spain, and investigate whether these changes are compatible with European 
laws.

We urge the OSCE / ODIHR to work closely with other international Human 
Rights organisations, including Human Rights Watch and Amnesty 
International, to ensure that basic rights are respected in Spain.

Report dated: 22/January/2015

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5YhyO_vR-8
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/706169_orig.jpg
http://proxyobserver.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/6/1/12613438/9620452_orig.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NX1SgjMt98E

	Hoja2

